
  
  

Swiss clubs look to the east and the Net 

The Swiss clubs in Austria seeking to build an umbrella organization. For, besides the 

seven Austrian, Liechtenstein and Slovenia the outcome will be Slovak, Hungarian and 

Croatian, the push to do so. 

 
The Swiss clubs in Austria and Liechtenstein and Swiss compatriots offer friends the opportunity to 
meet and share. Yet in only the "Amicale" do not serve those clubs.  
 
The delegates of the Swiss Abroad (ASR), the "parliament of the expats," are chosen as yet they 
have, information about the votes and elections also run them over, and finally, they also serve as a 
lobby forum for many links and contacts with Switzerland.  
 
This year's delegates meeting of clubs from Austria, Liechtenstein and Slovenia also served as a 
rendezvous of Swiss business leaders abroad in Austria. "In 2010 we were aware of any association 
to address problems," said the host, and President of the Swiss Verein Tirol, Michael Defner, 
compared swissinfo.ch. 
 
Together with Marianne Rudolph Christians, he had organized the meeting. 

 
Anger over the banks  

International and domestic Swiss made in Igls thoughts on the image of Switzerland abroad, two 
years after Ausbruck the financial crisis: the banks come off particularly badly. Dionys Lehner, 
Consul for Austria in Linz and CEO of a textile company with some 230 million francs in sales, felt a 
"holy rage in the belly" when he thinks of Swiss banks. 
 
The upset in the leadership of the international building advisor company AT.P sitting architect, 
professor and honorary Swiss Christoph Achammer about the wage policy of the Swiss banks, which 
in comparison, not only his Austrian, but in general let his hired architects and engineers seem 
Tieflohnempfänger . 
 
"Domestic Swiss" Remo Gysin, vice president of the Swiss Abroad organizations OSA, noting a 
"shock of the Swiss identity", which, whether transparent in terms of loss of confidence in the 
Federal Council or of under-funding of political parties, will always be maintained even with the 
behavior of banks in connection . 

 

June 12, 2010 - 17:32 

Austro-Swiss from Styria in making music: 
Theres Prutsch sing-Imhof, Andrea Reich, 
Aargau in costume, play Styrian accordion. 
(Swissinfo)
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Opportunities for the Swiss abroad 

That in this domestic malaise, the Swiss Abroad Swiss served as a welcome card, the ambassadors 
of their country calm things down, is nothing new. Only, the ASR-delegates Theres Prutsch-Imhof 
from Styria, "the Swiss abroad can be difficult to bring their views in Swiss politics. 
 
But the modernization of the electronics could also affect the change: The Internet opens the new 
Swiss scattered abroad opportunities for participation in Swiss politics, and hence the integration of 
their views. 

 
"Slow leakage" 

Ivo Dürr, he also thinks an Austrian ASR delegate to feel that "begins to leak out the political weight 
of the Fifth Switzerland in Germany slowly, after long enough folkolorisches the image of the first-
August-partying pensioner in the south of Europe had to serve as a cliché . 
 
The 130,000 registered in the electoral register for the Swiss abroad Dürr holds a great success, 
having found the "covered 700,000 Swiss expatriates in Germany a long time, little political 
attention." 
 
On more electronics is also Albert Baumberger, the third Austrian ASR delegates. This would need to 
build a parallel to the Austrian club umbrella organization happen. Of all the neighboring countries of 
Switzerland, only Austria has so far remained without a roof, "although the ASO wishes to Bern this."  
 
Germany had 40, France 80 and Italy 61 clubs - all under one national umbrella. Austria, with 7 plus 
a club is much smaller, and therefore in ASR since 2009 only represented with three seats. 
 
If there were a common roof, together with Slovenia, Slovakia, Hungary and other countries, would 
certainly be a dozen or more clubs including Switzerland to represent them. 
 
This would also internetmässig reached a roof, Baumberger. A roof-homepage would make in 
addition to the existing seven sites of the clubs is a common and well-linked information platform. 
 
Alexander Künzle, Innsbruck, swissinfo.ch 

 
  
SITUATION IN AUSTRIA 

In the seven provinces in Austria, there is both a Swiss Verein, and additional clubs in Vienna. 
 
This in turns to invite the delegates to this year on 11 12th June in Igls near Innsbruck, Tyrol took place. 
 
Efforts to a federation of Austria and neighboring countries are underway. Liechtenstein and Slovenia are 
already in the process with full voting rights, is visiting Slovakia, Hungary and Croatia may be expected. 

SWITZERLAND - AUSTRIA 

For Austria, Switzerland is the third largest importing country (4.2%), Germany (40.6%) and Italy (6.9%). 
 
For the Austrian export shares Germany is also at the top (29.8%). Switzerland is followed by Italy and the 
USA on 4th Place (3.8%). 
(Foreign Trade, created in 2009) 

THE FIFTH SWITZERLAND 

The two organizers of the Swiss 
Association of Tyrol: Marianne 
Rudolph Christians and Michael 
Defner. (Swissinfo) 

Seite 2 von 3Schweizervereine schauen nach Osten und ins Net

13.06.2010http://www.swissinfo.ch/ger/Politik/Fuenfte_Schweiz/Schweizervereine_schauen_nac...



2009 was 685'000 (about 10%) of the Swiss citizens resident abroad, the majority in the European Union 
countries, 8800 more than last year. 
 
Switzerland's largest colonies are located in France (177'600), Germany (75'440), the U.S. (74'900), Italy 
(48,600) and Britain (28'900). 
 
In Austria, 14,200 were living in Slovakia 294 Slovenia 356 and 3572 in Liechtenstein Swiss. 
 
The Swiss abroad would constitute the fourth largest canton in Switzerland, after Zurich, Bern and Vaud. 
 
130'017 Swiss abroad had registered in 2009 in an electoral register (24.6% of the Swiss abroad community) 
 
In Austria, this figure is 26.42%, Slovakia 22% and 26% in Slovenia. 

LEFT 

Swiss Verein Tirol  

Swiss Abroad Organisation ASO  

Swiss Abroad 2009 (EDA) (pdf)  

Federal Department of Foreign Affairs: Swiss clubs in Austria  

Swiss Verein Liechtenstein  
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